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ASSISTANCE THE BLIND CALIFORNIA 


THE BLIND California has definitely 
entered the domain “Big Business” with 
estimated expenditure over $3,000,000 
for the year 1938. When one considers that, 
less than ten years ago (1929), the blind were 
grouped with all other indigents, and granted 
only essential relief the counties, the great 
advance the state’s humanitarian activities 
manifest. 

Throughout history the blind have been 
accorded special consideration their more 
fortunate associates, but only the last 
decade that they have been granted ungrudg- 
ingly more than the barest necessities life. 
Today the needy blind citizen California 
teceives, right, the most liberal aid 
gtanted any state the Union. act 
the State Legislature assured minimum 
monthly income $50.00. addition 


thereto, may have income from other 
specified sources $33.33 per month, and 
hold title real personal property, in- 
cash, having county-assessed value 


$3,000. Residence two more blind 
individuals the same ménage, way 
limits the aid which each entitled. 
blind couple can enjoy income that many 
families the professional group would con- 
sider adequate. 

How has this rapid improvement the lot 
these disabled citizens been brought about? 
Who pays the bills? Who eligible for this 
aid? What administrative safeguards sur- 
round the granting this aid, that guarantees 
its benefits those honestly entitled thereto? 
These are the questions which both pro- 
fessional and lay people are interested; and 
these are the questions that this article pro- 
poses answer. 

Prior 1929 the needy blind were cared 
for the counties. Aid was granted 
budget basis according need. maximum 
$15.00 month was granted those who 
were considered eligible. The blind were 
grouped with all other indigents, depending 
the county for their necessities. 
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1929 the Legislature enacted the first 
law granting state and county aid. The act 
was approved May 28, and aid became avail- 
able August 14, 1929. Aid was 
granted needed, but was not exceed 
$600.00 year. was also provided that the 
yearly income the applicant, including aid, 
was not exceed $1,000 per annum. The 
record shows that 209 individuals were re- 
ceiving Aid the Blind August, 1929, 
though this evidently represented the persons 
who were already receiving aid through the 
counties. September, 1929, the first full 
month operation the new law, total 
cases were approved. The average amount 
aid granted from August 14, 1929 De- 
cember 31, 1930, was $31.40. 

The law provided that aid should ad- 
ministered the counties, under the super- 
vision the State Department Social Wel- 
fare. The State Department was authorized 
create new division which should de- 
voted exclusively carrying out the pro- 
visions the act, headed chief, 
appointed the Governor. 

needy blind person was defined “any 
person who reason loss impairment 
eyesight such condition that can- 
not rehabilitated for self-support through 
the facilities offered the Department 
Education the Department Institutions, 
who unable provide himself with 
the necessities life and who has not 
cient means his own maintain himself.” 

applicant over sixteen years age who 
became blind while resident the state was 
eligible aid after one year’s residence. One 
whose blindness originated while was not 
resident the state was entitled aid after 
period ten years. 

provision was made the amount 
property which recipient could allowed 
zenship; and statement was made 
responsible relatives. 

Since the first law was passed, the history 


state legislation for the blind has been one 
steady liberalization. 

1931 provision was added, permitting 
the recipient blind aid own real and per- 
sonal property combined assessed value 
$3,000, less all encumbrances. The place 
residence the time origin blindness 
was longer considered determining 
eligibility, and the definition blindness was 
changed read follows: 


the term “needy blind person” shall con- 
strued mean any person who reason 
loss impairment eyesight such con- 
dition that unable provide for himself 
the necessities life and who has not sufficient 
income his own maintain himself. 


The law named responsible relatives 
spouse, parent, adult child, grandparents, 
adult grandchild. 

County residence requirements for appli- 
cants who became blind the State Cali- 
fornia were changed from one year six 
months. 1935 residence requirements were 
further changed conform the Federal 
Social Security Act. The required residence 
for any person who became blind while not 
resident California was reduced from ten 
years the State five years within the last 
nine years immediately preceding the date 
application. 

Plans operation California for Aid 
the Needy Blind were accepted the Social 
Security Board, and July 1936, Federal 
participation began under the Social Security 
Act. Under this grant the Federal Govern- 
ment contributes one-half whatever amount 
aid allowed, $30.00 month, and 
additional per cent that amount for 
administrative purposes. 

1937 the law was greatly liberalized. 
Grandparents and grandchildren were 
longer considered responsible relatives. The 
recipient was also allowed have income 
from certain sources combined total 
value not exceeding $33.33 month with- 
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out any deduction from the maximum 
amount $50.00 aid allowed. Contributions 
from legally responsible relatives, however, 
were considered deductible. 

When this law became effective Sep- 
tember 1937, the system allowing aid 


budget basis, according need each 


specific case, was discontinued. that time 
the average amount aid received in- 
dividual was $36.19. May 31, 1938, after 
the amended law had been effect nine 
months, the average had increased $47.93. 

Even before the entry the Federal Gov- 
ernment into the program, the blind case load 
had shown remarkable increase from the 
small beginning 1929. The report for June, 
1936, the month before Federal participation 
began, showed 4,196 individuals receiving 
blind aid the state. The actual expenditure 
from August 14, 1929, through June 30, 1936, 
period almost seven years, was $6,409,364, 
which was borne equally state and county. 

Since July 1936, through December 31, 
1938, period thirty months, the expendi- 
ture has been $6,520,433. The case load has 
also been increased proportionately, and 
December 31, 1938, 6,159 individuals were 
$295,312 per month. 

Administration aid the hands the 
Board Supervisors each county, though 
the actual administration delegated them 
the County Welfare Department. Individ- 
uals believing themselves eligible make ap- 
plication the county through the Welfare 
Department, which makes the necessary in- 
vestigation determine eligibility. The com- 
pleted application presented the Board 
Supervisors, who take action it, either 
granting denying aid. All records are then 
submitted the Blind Division the State 
Department Social Welfare for final ap- 
proval the action taken the county. 
Upon approval the state, the county 
reimbursed the extent state and Federal 
the program. 


the time application made the 
county, the applicant provided with list 
licensed and practicing physicians, who have 
been certified the Department skilled 
diseases the eye. The applicant chooses 
his own examiner from this list, and takes the 
report blank the physician for completion. 
the time completing his report, the ex- 
also submits his invoice for the ex- 
amination, which approved the Board 
Supervisors and submitted the state for 
payment. this invoice comes the state 
with the completed application, after action 
the county, prolonged investigation 
the county frequently results delay the 
bill reaching the state. result, reimburse- 
ment examiners may delayed. The state 
pays all invoices promptly upon receipt from 
the county. 

The county, state and Federal governments, 
participants providing the funds for 
blind aid, check each applicant’s eligibility. 
Eligibility determined according the 
definition “needy blind person” set forth 
the law. “Need” determined the in- 
vestigation trained social workers, who 
verify all information submitted regarding 
responsible relatives, length residence 
the state, and resources applicant. This 
phase the investigation requires trained 
personnel and calls for the co-operation 
not only the local agencies, but frequently also 
various agencies other states. Conceal- 
ment disposal assets prior application 
for aid possibility these investigators must 
consider. 

The law states that blind person shall 
deemed pauper because receives aid 
under this chapter. further states that 
person who publicly solicits alms any part 
the state shall eligible receive aid 
under the provisions this chapter. These 
provisions tend preserve restore the 
recipients’ self respect and stimulate desire 
for rehabilitation. 

The definition “blind” has been left en- 
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tirely the medical profession. The laws 
most the states granting blind aid contain 
the same similar phraseology that found 
the California law, wit: 


“Blind person” means any person who 
reason loss impairment eyesight 
unable provide himself with the necessities 
duly licensed and practicing physician skilled 
the diseases the eye, that applicant blind. 
The physician shall describe the condition 
the applicant’s eyes and testify his blindness. 


This phraseology immediately suggests the 
question, “What pathology degree im- 
pairment vision would justify physician 
certifying that applicant unable 
provide himself with the necessities life?” 
This question was considered the Section 
Ophthalmology the American Medical 
Association. June 12, 1934, the House 
Delegates the American Medical Associa- 
tion meeting Cleveland adopted resolu- 
tion, (see California and Western Medicine, 
August, 1934), that states: 


Economic blindness absence ability 
any kind work, industrial otherwise, for 
which sight essential. general, central visual 
acuity less than one-tenth has been classed 
economic blindness, meaning that objects can 
recognized only when brought within one-tenth 
the distance which they can recognized 
with standard vision. Such vision the better 
eye, when corrected with the best possible glass, 
would recorded less than 6/60, 
20/200, equally disabling loss the 


visual field. 


The same resolution defines “Total Blind- 
ness” and also “Vocational Blindness.” 

The Blind Division the Department 
Social Welfare California adopted 
definition blindness common with the 
other states providing blind aid, and the 
present time administers the law accord- 
ance therewith. 

This definition was also adopted the 
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Federal Social Security Board and one 
the requirements upon which Federal par- 
ticipation the program predicated. (So- 
cial Security Board Inst. 10-36). 

Interpretation physicians’ reports tech- 
nical subjects lay people inevitably brings 
about confusion. For this reason, the State 
Board Social Welfare requested certain 
ophthalmologists serve Advisory 
Committee the Blind Division. Because 
the geographical division the state, was 
thought best have the Committee com- 
posed two groups ophthalmologists; one 
for the northern section the state and one 
for the southern. This Advisory Committee 
was appointed December, 1937, and consisted 
Drs. Percival Dolman, Joseph McCool, and 
Joseph Wm. Crawford, San Francisco, and 
Drs. George Kress, Ray Irvine, and John 
Lordan, Los Angeles. present Dr. 
Kress honorary member, having 
signed because the press other activities, 
and has been succeeded Dr. Wm. 
Boyce. 

This committee determines all policies 
the Blind Division regard physicians’ 
reports and classification blindness, and 
recommends the methods procedure and 
which all reports are judged. the 
recommendation this Committee, the 
Board Social Welfare appointed Con- 
sulting Ophthalmologist who reviews the 
physicians’ reports all applicants for aid. 
Approval each report the Consulting 
Ophthalmologist, accordance with the 
standards the Federal Social Security Board 
and the Advisory Committee Ophthalmol- 
ogists, required before aid allowed the 
county and state and approved the Social 
Security Board. 

The amount aid granted those who qual- 
ify liberal that attracts many whose 
disability not dependent upon defective 
vision. The only way these applicants can 
physician skilled diseases the eye, who 
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will report visual acuity very definite terms 
measurement, together with definite de- 
scription all pathology present each eye. 
improved and enlarged report blank call- 
ing for this information detail has recently 
been prepared and provided each county, and 
all future examinations will submitted 
it. 

The requirement that central visual acuity 
reported definite measured terms may 
seem too exacting. The necessity this defi- 
nite report evident the frequency with 
which aid has been granted persons for 
whom the examiner reported central visual 
“objects,” etc., some other indefinite term, 
who later were reported pursuing compara- 
tively normal activities; yes, even driving 
automobiles. Malingerers become very adept 
their deceptions, but definite report 
visual acuity makes possible for later ex- 
aminers detect the deception. Especially 
this true the absence visible eye pa- 
thology. 

The law for aid the needy blind has 
dual objective: first, provide aid where 
needed; second, assist rehabilitation. 
Definite measurements visual acuity will 
enable the state judge the activities pos- 
sible for each recipient aid. The possibilities 
rehabilitation have been greatly overlooked 
the past. With definite information 
the pathology present each eye, the pos- 
sibilities further service this unfortunate 
group greatly enhanced. For this reason 
more detailed information requested 
this regard the new report. 

the past, visual acuity “with glasses” has 
been required. Applicants have submitted 
examinations “with glasses” never intended 
for their use, borrowed for the occasion from 
the “bargain counter” variety. 
The new report calls for “visual acuity with 
the best possible correction.” those cases 
where proper refraction results improved 
Visual acuity better than 20/200, the re- 


fraction record requested, these applicants 
frequently appeal for reconsideration when 
their application not approved. 

applicant eligible for aid has 
central visual acuity greater than 20/200, 
the peripheral fields are constricted that the 
remaining field maximum diameter 
not over twenty degrees. This diameter 
and not radius. Ophthalmologists are rarely 
concerned with the diameter the peripheral 
field, being more interested the extent and 
direction from the point fixation. This has 
caused considerable misunderstanding the 
past. avoid this difficulty, the new report 
provides field chart which the examiner 
requested chart the peripheral fields 
those cases having central visual acuity greater 
than 20/200 and whom rough test shows 
marked field defect. 

Applicants for blind aid who are not ap- 
proved have the right file further evidence 
jected the classification their blindness 
are permitted file second physician’s re- 
port their own expense. this second re- 
port indicates that the applicant eligible, 
third report requested and paid for the 
state. The third examiner acts referee 
facts contained the physicians’ report. All 
information available from the two previous 
reports submitted the third examiner, 
except the names the previous examiners. 
Frequently cases suspected malingering, 
report the daily activities the appli- 
cant, made without his knowledge, fur- 
nished the third examiner. Final action 
the Department based the two reports 
that agree fact. the applicant still 
dissatisfied, has the right appeal the 
Social Welfare Board. The Blind Division 
assists the applicant the preparation and 
filing his appeal. The Department feels 
that just important insure aid 
those entitled it, eliminate those 
not entitled it. never assumes partisan 
attitude, but endeavors judge each case 
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strictly accordance with the facts presented 
the examiners and accordance with the 
rules and regulations laid down the basic 
law, the Federal Social Security Board, and 
the Advisory Committee Ophthalmologists. 

Very little information available the 
causes blindness California, nor there 
much available from other states. the last 
meeting the American Medical Association 
San Francisco, standard “classification 
causes blindness” was adopted. Copies 
this classification are being mailed all 
physicians examining applicants for blind aid 
California, with the request that they re- 
port their diagnoses accordance therewith. 
The Blind Division expects able 
classify the entire current case load accord- 
ance with this classification. 

the present time reports all ex- 
aminations each recipient aid, file 
the Department, are being compiled. Re- 
examination requested all cases 
where inadequate information file. 


review and eliminate from the rolls 
those not entitled aid. 

classify those receiving aid, the 
cause impaired vision. This will reveal 
the possibilities program for the 
prevention blindness the State. 

classify those receiving aid according 
prognosis and the possibilities re- 
habilitation. felt that the Department 
obligated each recipient aid, 
inform him the possibilities his 
rehabilitation, medical, refractive, 
surgical procedures. the present time 
provisions are made for providing 
this type aid the State. However, 
with the pertinent information available, 
there question but what appro- 
priate agency for providing the indicated 
aid will found, the recipient 
desires. 

determine those whom im- 
provement visual acuity ex- 


pected, and whom re-examination 
would useless expense. 

recommend the date which re- 
examination would useful cases 
where visual acuity might expected. 


felt that with the completion this 
survey information will available that will 
profitable the disabled, the state, and 
possibly the medical profession. 

The distribution the costs this program 
has been explained. The routine procedure 
which applicants present their claims and 
the methods procedure whereby each ap- 
plicant’s eligibility determined are discussed. 
The origin the definition blindness 
current use, and the physicians’ reports with 
the necessity therefor are discussed. 

projected analysis the entire load, to- 
gether with the benefits expected there- 
from presented. 

addition the aid granted the blind 
through the Department Social Welfare, 
the state offers them 
through the Department Education and 
Department Institutions. 


Under the Department Education: 


General education for the blind through 
the elementary and secondary grades 
offered the California School for the 
Blind, 3001 Derby Street, Berkeley. 

Higher education provided for blind 
partially blind students approved 
colleges and universities California. 

Special provision made for readers for 
blind students the approved colleges 
and universities. 

Vocational training, counsel and 
ance placements are offered through 
the Bureau Vocational Rehabilitation. 

Through the State Library, reading mat- 
ter raised type made available 
the blind. Not only does the library lend 
books, magazines, and music raised 
type the blind, but also the newer 
Talking Books, and provides free in- 
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struction reading such books. Two 
home teachers work this depart- 
ment—one with headquarters San 
Francisco, and another 
quarters Los Angeles—giving instruc- 
tions reading raised type. Those per- 
sons who cannot reached personal 
calls from the home teachers are taught 
correspondence. 


Under the Department Institutions: 


The Industrial Home for the Adult 
Blind, 3601 Telegraph Avenue, Oakland, 
provides instruction handicrafts for 
residents California who are housed 
the home. Residents the institu- 
tion receive full maintenance and are 
given training making saleable arti- 
cles, for which they are paid piece- 
work basis. 


Through the Industrial Home, field 


workers are sent out give instruction 
the blind working their own 
homes. Eight field workers cover forty- 
eight counties the State and make 
periodic visits the blind their re- 
spective territories, organizing classes 
where possible, giving instruction 
craft work, helping the readjustment 
newly blinded persons, and conduct- 
ing sales blind-made articles. 


Two Industrial Workshops for the Blind 


are maintained this department; one 
Los Angeles 1240 West Pico Street, 
and one San Diego 1261 Fifth 
Avenue. The men employed the shops 
live their own homes but are given 
instruction various crafts and are paid 
for their work piece-work basis. 
The object the shops train the 
blind become self-supporting. 


statement services the blind Cali- 


fornia would incomplete without men- 
tioning agencies, other than State Depart- 
ments, which are working for the welfare 


the blind. 


splendid work for children who are 
blind who have serious sight defects 
being many the public 
school systems throughout the State 
braille and sight-saving classes. There 
are seven such classes Los Angeles 
alone. 

The Braille Institute America, Inc., 
741 Vermont Ave., Los Angeles, de- 
voting itself entirely the welfare 
the blind, operates free lending li- 
brary, serving Southern California and 
Arizona, distributing literature raised 
types. also has social service pro- 
gram and offers many other types 
service the blind. 

The National Eye Dog Association, Inc., 
618 Sycamore Avenue, Los Angeles, 
active training and providing guide 
dogs for the blind. 

The work the Lions 
national should also mentioned. 
While this organization interested 
the welfare the blind general, its 
particular service has been furnishing 
them with white canes. state law, 
effective since April 30, 1935, provides 
certain privileges and protection per- 
sons displaying the white, red-tipped, 
cane, and motor vehicles, well pe- 
destrians, are commanded allow right- 
of-way persons signaling with official 
canes. 


There are, course, numbers other or- 
ganizations which are interested the wel- 
fare the physically handicapped, and espe- 
cially the blind, well organizations 
the blind themselves. 
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race other contest “in which arti- 
ficial disadvantage imposed upon sup- 
posedly superior contestant order equal- 
ize the chances winning”; the “handi- 
cap” may refer the disadvantage itself 
which has been thus imposed. week ago 
talked with blind man who successfully 
engaged assisting other blind men make 
satisfactory occupational and social adjust- 
ment. told that was bold enough 
apply the terminology sports the lives 
men and women, defining physical hand- 
icap “an extra burden placed upon 
superior contender order equalize the 
contest.” course there was certain degree 
facetiousness his remark, for knows 
well you and that not all physically 
handicapped persons can considered “su- 
perior.” But the important fact implied 
his statement that regards his blindness— 
and the physical handicaps other people— 
disability because which asks you and 
make allowances, but disadvantage 
spite which must able show 
himself equal superior other men his 
chosen field. 

This man told further that needed 
constantly guard against the demoralizing 
effects upon himself the unwise kindnesses 
and consideration extended him other 
people. “Begin make allowances for the 
handicapped person,” said, “and 
finished far helping him make suc- 
cessful adjustment concerned. What 


read the meeting the National Vocational 
Guidance Association, Cleveland, Ohio, February 25, 
1939. 


needs not your pity, your willingness 
overlook his mistakes, your lowering 
standards for him, but your insistence that 
well as, better than, the physically 
normal person those things which within 
reason has chosen undertake.” 

Several publications have appeared within 
the past few years written mothers 
handicapped children, some cases the 
handicapped person himself, emphasizing this 
same philosophy. refusal recognize the 
handicap fatal barrier achievement 
and persistent determination lead the 
child participate far possible nor- 
mal activities normal children have marked 
the plan home education carried 
wise, understanding parents. similar atti- 
tude characterizes the school programs 
those systems which the guidance phys- 
ically handicapped pupils accepted 
important responsibility education. 

This, course, does not imply disre- 
gard the existence the handicap nor yet 
unreasonable insistence that the child at- 
tempt feats normal children obviously im- 
possible for him. the contrary, learns 
under wise guidance recognize his limita- 
tions, graciously accept assistance needed, 
and adjust his sphere activity accord- 
ance with his handicap. But the same time 
learns that the restrictions imposed 
are not nearly great some people might 
lead him believe. 

this objective reasonable one, then 
certain problems growing directly out the 
physical handicap are the special concern, 
both those whose service specifically 
limited the field vocational guidance, 
and those who are committed the larger 
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GUIDANCE FOR PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED PUPILS 


concept guidance all its phases per- 
sonal and social development. build the 
attitude and the practice success the life 
normal child not always easy mat- 
ter. the child who crippled, visually 
handicapped, deaf, hard hearing, other- 
wise physically defective fraught with 
Yet his entire social, emotional, 
educational, and vocational adjustment de- 
pends upon the degree which these 
culties have been met and overcome the 
guidance program. 

three the many problems that 
arise such program that wish speak 
this afternoon, with particular reference the 
school child who has been handicapped since 
birth has become handicapped early 
age. Yet there reason why the general 
principles discussed should not apply all 
physically handicapped persons. The specific 
life-needs the child which invite your 
attention are: learning live with other 
people; learning live with one’s self; 
learning earn. 


Obviously, the attitude success 
process cannot delayed until the child ap- 
proaches maturity ready look about 
for job. He, even more than the physically 
normal child, must have help learning 
live with other people before can learn 
work for other people. The findings re- 
search have given evidence tendency 
toward personality disturbances, lack emo- 
tional balance, even neurotic symptoms 
among children seriously handicapped from 
birth. Their very physical limitations make 
them shrink from certain wholesome social 
experiences that may the beginning prove 
embarrassing, and the same limitations make 
them want engage unduly solitary 
other activities not conducive social ad- 
justment mental health. Granting that 
maximum physical aid has been given them, 


the first task guidance program for 
physically handicapped pupils instil 
within them desire and ability enjoy. 
normal social contacts and experiences. What 
one enjoys, one likely want well. 
And the foundation for building whole- 
some attitude success laid, despite the 
difficulties physical limitations. 

this need awakening early the so- 
cial nature handicapped children which 
has been partially responsible for the estab- 
lishment nursery schools for blind babies 
and for young deaf children. The daily op- 
portunity play with other young children— 
sometimes with those similarly handicapped, 
sometimes with normally seeing and hearing 
boys and girls—brings sooner later re- 
sponse joyful abandon the social situa- 
tion; and the child has taken his first step 
toward adequate social adjustment. 

sure, many more social lessons will 
need learned before can live happily 
community, and state. Constructive citi- 
zenship involves all the problems human 
relationships and behavior. These must 
faced progressively with the physically handi- 
capped with the normal child; and they, 
too, are important element the total 
guidance program. But the beginning takes 
place when the handicapped child sees him- 
individual set apart from the group because 
physical difference. Special instructional 
provisions special classes may necessary 
order provide the tools learning, but 
these should not interfere with the possibility 
social contacts with other children—includ- 
ing normal children—even the years while 
enrolled special classes. 


But live successfully one must able 
enjoy not only the company other people. 
Upon occasion one should able enjoy 
one’s own company—to have within one’s 
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self the wells emotional and spiritual satis- 
faction that enrich the soul. this respect, 
also, the physically handicapped pupil 
special need guidance. must learn 
accept his handicap without bitterness, but— 
more than that—to find inner springs hap- 
piness spite barriers which the handicap 
has placed upon his enjoyment pleasures 
common all us. 

the blind the field visual imagery 
enjoyed through the eyes another. They 
cannot stand wonder and delight, behold- 
ing glorious sunset beautiful woodland 
scene. the deaf the concert hall holds 
possibilities for soul satisfaction. The crippled 
boy wheel-chair cannot find companion- 
ship nature through mountain climb 
tramp the woods. Each these must 
helped enjoy vicariously the experiences 
from which physically barred, enjoy 
actuality many from which common opin- 
ion has all too often considered him barred, 
and expand every possible way the 
sources recreational, cultural, emotional, 
and spiritual satisfaction within his reach. 

what extent guidance this type suc- 
ceeds amply demonstrated the lives 
handicapped young people our schools and 
colleges today. blind high-school student 
takes high jump athletic exhibit and 
gets emotional thrill from his achievement. 
crippled girl experiences the joys travel 
with her unseen companions books. boy 
who has neither sight nor hearing, graduat- 
ing from full high-school course, went 
South Africa last year and now home 
organizing the notes which took his 
trip. Into the silent night this boy’s life 
there has penetrated, too, deep appreciation 
spiritual experience which 
vividly his statement “What God Means 


courtesy Perkins Institution and Massa- 
chusetts School for the Blind, Watertown, Massachusetts. 


God great deal help me. helps 
breathe, very happy, healthy, strong, 
kind, well, courteous, and good. keeps 
from being very bad, cross, unkind, and un- 
happy. the helper and keeper body. 
also keeps lively and active all the time. 
than sing. 

quiet and asleep. spirit will never die 
because God’s spirit. God was existence 
long before the beginning time, before the 
earth, sun, and heavens were formed. Nobody 
knows where lived before the beginning 
time, but think was light 
wherever was. Now living the 
hearts children. 


Blind and deaf, yet keenly sensitive 
spiritual truths, this boy uses imagery 
and expressiveness that are worthy see- 
ing eyes and hearing ears. Sympathetic and 
skilful guidance has scaled the walls dark 
silence and brought into his life what could 
never have been there without it. 


LEARNING EARN 


And now come what considered 
many the most immediate and the 
most practical function guidance, which 
can nevertheless realized only the 
foundation stones upon which rests have 
been firmly laid. Learning live with other 
people, least without friction, and 
live with one’s self with fair degree 
contentment are both indispensable mental 
health. And fair degree mental health 
indispensable sound and continuing occu- 
pational adjustment. The thoughtful em- 
ployer assures that the contented worker 
who gets along amicably with his fellow 
workers is, other things being equal, more 
likely achieve success the job than the 
man who looking for favors, resents criti- 
cism, insists upon having his own way, 
suspicious his comrades, “carries chip 
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his shoulder,” otherwise emotionally 
socially maladjusted. this true, then 
must certainly minimize the possibility 
the occurrence such maladjustments among 
physically handicapped pupils, who cannot 
afford add the extra burden they are 
already carrying any habits attitudes which 
will jeopardize their occupational success. 


The function the high school. 


There has been some variation opinion 
with regard the time beginning specific 
vocational training for 
Some argue that should begin early, occu- 
ondary school course; others believe that the 
function secondary school not pre- 
dominantly vocational. Two years ago the 
Office Education studied the occupational 
guidance and experiences offered crippled, 
visually handicapped, and auditorially handi- 
capped pupils adolescent age (thirteen years 
old older) selected group day- 
school systems, which supervisory service 
for the education the handicapped was 
recognized feature. The supervisors concerned 
were unanimous their conviction that high- 
school education for the physically handi- 
capped should furnish rich background 
social and cultural experiences, with ex- 
ploration occupational aptitudes and inter- 
ests, but without stress vocational training 
such. One supervisor expressed this 
way: 

Give them liberal education—ability meet 
various situations cheerfully—ability make 
friends and keep them—a wise use leisure 
time and willingness help others all 
times—a wholesome personality with feeling 


inferiority sensitiveness, and not expecting 
favoritism. 


With this liberal education, another says, 
should “vocational information, testing 
for aptitudes, and vocational counseling,” 
order that the children “may know what jobs 
will open them.” “Specific training can 


best postponed until the high school course 
completed,” says another. 

Such comments these should, course, 
not interpreted leaving room high 
school for exploratory occupational courses, 
even for specific vocational preparation 
the part some physically handicapped 
adolescents. Many them must for financial 
reasons find their places the occupational 
world early age. Others are more fitted 
for manual service than for continued study 
school college. uniform rule can 
applied the treatment all cases, since 
intellectual capacity, interests, and aptitudes 
differ among the physically handicapped 
widely among normal students. the 
part the counseling program use all 
possible methods analysis determine 


what the individual needs are and guide 
accordingly. 


Special groups vs. regular classes for voca- 
tional work. 


Asked whether physically handicapped 
adolescents day schools who are ready for 
vocational training should work groups 
their own kind vocational classes with 
physically normal pupils, overwhelming 
majority those responding the study 
made the Office Education stressed the 
values contact and work with normal stu- 
dents. While recognizing the need for the 
organization special classes, particularly 
the elementary school, which specialized 
techniques are used, they recognized, too, the 
importance giving work and play with 
normal students progressively prominent 
place. One supervisor said: 


These people should prepared for life 
normal world. When trained they will have 
the same work under the same working 
conditions their physically normal brothers. 
This necessary adjustment may made more 
readily approximation normal working 
conditions during the period vocational train- 
ing. 
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Another makes the reservation that: 


When the handicap permits earning live- 
lihood competition with people who are not 
handicapped, the training should given the 
same classes with physically normal children. 
the person must work home secluded 
place, his training should specialized and 
equipment modified. All training should 
planned only after individual case study 
has been made. 


the city from which this comment 
came—and certain other cities also—a plan 
under way co-operation with the State 
Division Vocational Rehabilitation, 
whereby selected handicapped students still 
high school are placed carefully chosen 
part-time jobs exploratory basis. They 
receive school credit for the work done and 
are paid nominal sum defray extra ex- 
penses. Such co-operation with the State re- 
habilitation service has guidance possibilities 
wide import physically handicapped 
high-school students who later will probably 
become clients the rehabilitation agency. 
The plan likewise reflects the emphasis 
placed upon the need arousing and main- 
taining the social consciousness the handi- 
capped pupil. His vocational success, well 
his mental health, depends upon it. Its 
realization should ever-present objective 
the guidance program. one person said: 
“Psychologically they should learn not 
consider themselves different,” and, might 
add, they should learn forget, least 
compensate for, the physical differences. 


Range vocational choices. 


learning earn, the handi- 
capped boy and girl again face very special 
problem, for they are obviously restricted 
their occupational choice. Yet the restrictions 
are means great some have sup- 
posed. When blind man can operate 
three-hundred-acre poultry farm that has 
output million and half baby chicks 
year; when deaf brother and sister can earn 


signal success with platform dancing pro- 
fessional basis; when girl born without 
arms can serve with distinction municipal 
social service agency case interviewer and 
recorder, one wonders where the restrictions 
lie. Yet with the majority cases one must 
admit that practical limitations exist which 
demand consideration guiding the handi- 
capped pupil toward occupational adjustment. 

For all practical purposes the point de- 
parture determining the range voca- 
tional choices the type and the degree 
the individual handicap. 
condition will eliminate the possibility 
large number occupations for which many 
less seriously crippled children can pre- 
pared. Yet some spastics have reached what 
was apparently impossible goal voca- 
tional adjustment through the will con- 
quer plus the ability achieve. 

For the partially seeing, who must conserve 
what little sight remains them, office work 
making great demands upon offering great 
temptation for the use vision necessarily 
out consideration. intelligent blind stu- 
dent, the other hand, without any vision 
all, can learn give efficient service 
some types office work; and for the crip- 
pled, many whom must have sedentary oc- 
cupations, office work holds high place. Cer- 
tain types selling offer greater opportunity 
the visually handicapped than the crip- 
pled the deaf, many the former not 
having the ease transportation the latter 
the ease communication usually required 
it. The profoundly deaf are found most 
frequently the trades and industries and 
factory work, which numerous occupations 
occur not demanding extensive communica- 
tion; while the hard hearing are much less 
limited their occupational choices, espe- 
cially they supplement their residual hear- 
ing with the ability read lips. 

Such comparisons these, however, can 
made only general terms. The greatest 
importance must attached the character- 
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istics the individual, with his individual 
abilities and disabilities. Satisfactory guidance 
and preparation handicapped pupil are 
dependent upon the care and the skill with 
which his case has been diagnosed from the 
standpoint vocational possibilities and 
limitations for and upon the intelligence 
with which individual has been led 
wise choice occupational activity. 

Moreover, too much reliability should not 
placed upon present occupational place- 
ments index desirable goals for handi- 
capped students the schools today. may 
well that the possibilities have scarcely 
been tapped, and that, give more atten- 
tion our guidance programs social ad- 
justment and poise from the kindergarten 
nursery school through the high school, 
shall find that vocational adjustment will 
less difficult matter. 


CHALLENGE 


The points discussed this paper are only 
few those which demand special em- 
phasis the guidance physically handi- 


capped pupils. There has been attempt 
enter into the consideration placement 
and follow-up the adult, although 
quite conscious the fact that the problems 
those fields are legion. The purpose has 
been rather point out that the guidance 
program—even vocational guidance pro- 
gram—cannot possibly avoid the social and 
emotional phases physically handicapped 
child’s life help him make satis- 
factory adjustment. Physically handicapped 
young people are very real part the Amer- 
ican school population. They are asking only 
that they given opportunity live 
happily, grow constructively, and show 
what they can despite handicap. Their 
contribution the work the world has 
already been significant one. can become 
much more significant if, our guidance 
programs, accept, and lead our handi- 
capped pupils accept, the challenge inher- 
ent the statement blind friend when 
said: handicap extra burden 
placed upon superior contender order 
equalize the contest.” 
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BASIC PRINCIPLES FOR SHELTERED WORKSHOP 
FOR THE BLIND 


Perer 


The following considerations 
should not taken all-inclusive, but rather 
framework into which the individual agency 
for the blind, conducting sheltered workshop, 
may fill the important details. 


UsEFUL EMPLOYMENT recognized prime 
factor the lives the seeing. With respect 
the blind, employment takes addi- 
tional significance due the very limitations 
blindness. The purpose providing regu- 
lar work for the blind goes far beyond the 
monetary consideration, which impor- 
tant part any worth-while regular employ- 
ment. 


the blind, employment affords: 


means through which abilities stunned 
through blindness may re-awakened, 
leading toward rehabilitation back 
more normal activity life. 

means through which the blind per- 
son may earn partial whole live- 


lihood. 


Selection Employees 


The group employed sheltered 

workshops for the blind should include: 

Only those who, the basis their 
blindness, determined qualified eye 
physician, are eligible. 

Seeing persons required for supervisory 
and other positions. 

Other handicapped persons; but, these 
are employed, they should supplement 
rather than perform any work which 
the blind can do, even though the handi- 
capped person can the work more 
rapidly. 


Blind persons should selected the 
basis of: 


Mental and physical fitness for training 
and employment; 

Age—those between eighteen and fifty- 
four. 


Clients Sheltered Workshops 


Those whom sheltered workshops serve are 
clients rather than employees, since em- 
ployee usually one who performs service 
which, normally, profit made. The 
blind client, the other hand, provided 
with employment non-profit agency 
until such time graduate into 
business industry, which time will 
employee the ordinary sense. 


Length Service 


The length service the shop, the 
upper age limit, matter for individual 
determination, with particular emphasis 
the fact that, regardless their age, blind 
persons should not kept production 
unless they can manufacture reason- 
able standard, which should high enough 
compete with like products made the 
seeing. 


Training Period 


training apprentice period should 
established, and this should made adequate 
insofar the individual agency’s funds will 
permit. The sheltered workshop should avoid 
the mistake simply taking blind persons 
into the shop and putting them one job 
with little proper training. During the 
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BASIC PRINCIPLES FOR SHELTERED WORKSHOP FOR THE BLIND 
Staff 


training period the blind person should have 
ample opportunity tried out different 
operations order determine which 
these does best. Arrangements should 
made for training allowance large enough 
least support the blind person himself. 
Funds the private agency may have 
supplemented those public agencies 
order meet this goal. close co-operation 
between the private and public agency 
clearly necessary this area. 


Wage Rates 


After the training period, the blind person 
should placed the job can best, 
far possible for the shop so. 
diversity industries the shop de- 
sirable this end. should compensated 
adequately for his service. Where there 
union production rate available, the rate paid 
the blind person should least equal this, 
and, the absence union scale, rates paid 
reputable manufacturers like products 
the vicinity the sheltered workshop 
should used the basis for formulating 
rates pay the blind. Supplementing 
actual earnings the blind person the 
responsibility the public agency rather than 
the private agency. 


Regular Employment 


Since useful employment essential the 
happiness employable blind persons, every 
effort should made provide steady 
employment possible. 


Client and Agency Relationship 


The relationship between the client and the 
agency for the blind should one friendly 
mutual endeavor toward overcoming the ob- 
stacles which stand the way success— 
for the blind person’s rehabilitation the 
one hand and for the success the program 
the agency the other. 


Members the staff, whether seeing 
blind, should chosen the basis ability 
and experience and should compensated 
fairly for their services. 


Working Conditions 


The number hours and the working 
conditions the shop should conform 
the best standards prevailing the industries 
carried on. Special emphasis and considera- 
tion should given safety the sheltered 
workshop, including: 


Guarding all hazardous machines 
well making adequate provision 
against contracting occupational 
diseases. 

Regular fire drills 

Adequate insurance protection 


Inspections insurance carriers well 
representatives various governmental 
departments should welcomed. Cleanli- 
ness and business-like operation should 
the keynote each sheltered workshop. 


Selection Product 


The type product shop should make 
logically matter for individual research 
and determination. The reason for producing 
the product, however, matter which de- 
serves most careful consideration. Products 
should made for existing market 
one which can developed. Specifications 
should set and adhered order 
maintain standard manufacture. The 
petitive the open market. definite policy 
against underselling should maintained 
all cost the sheltered workshop. The 
method marketing the product matter 
for determination each individual agency. 
Caution should exerted against manufac- 
turing large variety articles. Usually 
will found that standardization the 
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basis comparatively few articles order 
get volume will work out best. 


“Blind-Made” Product Defined 


blind-made product one which 
least per cent the direct labor has been 
performed the blind. 


PROFESSIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS 


Teachers College, Columbia University, 
offers for the year 1939-40 limited number 
scholarships and teaching fellowships for 
graduates normal schools and colleges and 
for teachers now service fields the 
handicapped who wish continue their 
study programs combination courses 
given Teachers College, Columbia Univer- 
sity. These scholarships are open teachers 
and workers the following three fields: 
(1) teachers and administrators special in- 
stitutions for the physically, mentally, so- 
cially handicapped—for example, institu- 
tions for the education the blind, the deaf, 
the crippled, and the mentally handicapped; 
(2) nurses, social workers, psychologists, psy- 
chiatrists, vocational counselors, placement 
officers and administrative officers public 
private agencies dealing with the education, 
rehabilitation, and vocational placement 
the handicapped; and (3) teachers and super- 
visors special classes for the physically 
mentally handicapped public private 
schools for the general school population. 

Scholarship awards may include tuition, 
maintenance, and cash stipends. The amount 
the stipend will vary with the individual 
case. Scholarship awards will based solely 
the merits the applicant and the 
amount money available for grants. Ap- 
pointments are made for one year pro- 
bational basis, but may canceled the 
end any session event inferior work. 

Programs study may arranged lead- 
ing the degree Bachelor Science, 


Master Arts, Doctor Philosophy, Doc- 
tor Education, and/or appropriate 
Teachers College professional diploma. The 
requirements general for degrees and pro- 
fessional diplomas are stated the Teachers 
College Announcement. 

The technical, practical, 
work given jointly Teachers College and 
co-operating institutions and agencies for the 
physically, mentally, socially handicapped. 
Specialists the several fields participate 
courses the College and field and lab- 
oratory courses the several co-operating in- 
stitutions agencies. 

Application forms for scholarships and fel- 
lowships may obtained writing Pro- 
fessor Merle Frampton, Teachers College, 
Columbia University, 525 West 120th Street, 
New York City. Applications must filed 
not later than May 1939. 


NEW ENGLAND VOLUNTEERS 


The first regional meeting conducted 
New England the problems volunteer 
service, will held Perkins Institution 
Dr. Gabriel Farrell, Director Perkins. 

The morning session will begin 
o’clock with welcome Robert Hallo- 
well, President the Perkins Board Trus- 
tees. Miss Anna Fish, Perkins Registrar, 
will conduct roll call organizations with 
responses being given the form brief re- 
ports volunteers’ activities. “The Role 
the Volunteer” will presented Mac- 
Ennis Moore, Field Representative the 
American Foundation for the Blind, with 
Mrs. Roberts, Jr., Chairman the 
Braille Service the Boston Metropolitan 
Red Cross Chapter acting discussion leader 
this paper. The Perkins Choir will give 
musical program prelude luncheon 
groups the cottages, after which guests 
will shown the buildings and grounds 
the pupils. 
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GREAT MUSICIAN WHO HAPPENS BLIND 


The afternoon session will begin with 
talk, “The Blind Artisans” Stephenson 
Hemphill, Bursar Perkins and Manager 
the Blind Artisans New England. Mr. 
Hemphill’s talk will describe the plan help 
blind people secure work which needs the 
help all New England organizations. Dr. 
Farrell will give the closing address, “Prob- 
lems Pertaining Blindness.” The remainder 
the afternoon will devoted demon- 
strations school activities. Booths will 
set about the Girls’ Close for this purpose. 
Further details regarding this conference may 
secured from Dr. Farrell. 


GREAT MUSICIAN WHO HAPPENS 
BLIND 


After absence some eight years, 
André Marchal, distinguished blind organist 
the famous old church St. Germain dés 
Pres, Paris, has again come, played to, and 
conquered large and enthusiastic audiences 
American music lovers. Marchal’s tour 
was transcontinental its scope. even 
boundary, and several Canadian cities en- 
joyed the privilege being included his 
musical itinerary. now carries back with 
him France gratifying cargo press 
clippings which without exception acclaim 
his program with discriminating praise. 

All interested the success which blind 
individuals achieve the arts will welcome 
the type emphasis which the country’s 
music critics have this instance unani- 
mously accorded. none the comments 
his performances does one come across 
the caption: “Blind Musician Applauded.” 
The reviews, one and all, deal with this dis- 
tinguished organist musician superb 
technique and rare interpretative 
artist who also happens blind. 

One the most enjoyable features 
Marchal’s programs his skilful improvisa- 
tion. member the audience suggests 


theme—sometimes original theme, some- 
times one hackneyed the sequence 
notes the Westminster Chimes which 
boom hourly from Big Ben. Marchal 
takes the proffered suggestion, and with 
consummate artistry puts through the paces 
Adagio, Andante and Finale. Calling upon 
the vasty deeps his musical memory, 
notice. this phase his program Cleve- 
land critic writes: “No recital French 
organist would complete without demon- 
stration his skill improvisation given 
themes. art that the present-day 
French performers, particular, have cul- 
tivated high degree excellence. The 
original themes were submitted 
Marchal, and the organist worked them 
resourcefully into gentle Andante, and 
more clangorous Finale.” 

The Toronto Globe and Mail, despite its 
long tradition conservatism, unbent 
Marchal’s artistry, the following para- 
graph indicates: “It idle attempt add 
anything the praise which the world has 
long lavished upon playing, but 
one must least record one’s personal ad- 
miration for the purity his style, the 
reticence his taste, and the marvelously 
seamless texture the web sound which 
flowed smoothly from his flying fingers. 
Marchal was superb his modern French 
group and supreme his improvisation.” 

The friends which this distinguished French 
musician has already made this side the 
water, and the thousands music lovers who 
yet have not had the opportunity hear- 
ing him, will look forward with pleasure 
Marchal’s return. 
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
SOCIAL WORK 


The National Conference Social Work 
will meet Buffalo, June 24, inclusive. 
Among the programs groups associated 
with the Conference will series ses- 
sions arranged the Committee the 
Prevention and Social Treatment Blind- 
ness, which Mr. William Bartram, 
Executive Secretary the Ohio Commission 
for the Blind, Chairman. This program 
will include the following: 


JUNE 


Discussion prevention blindness technics 
variously applied through differing wel- 
fare media. 

Audrey Hayden, Executive Secretary, Illinois 
Society for Prevention Blindness, presiding. 


Prevention Blindness. 


Seen Commission for the Blind 
William Bartram, Ohio Commission 
for the Blind 

John Avirett, Maryland Association 
for the Prevention Blindness 

Seen Public Assistance Admin- 
tration 
Gwen Hardin, Division for the Blind, 
Washington State Department Social 
Security 

Harry Page, New Hampshire State 
Department Public Welfare 


JUNE 


Discussion present day concepts blind- 
ness and its treatment socially—consideration 
improved facilities for public education. 
Grace Harper, Director, Bureau Services 
for the Blind, New York State Department 
Social Welfare, presiding. 


Social Treatment Blindness 


Socratic Dialogue 
selected leaders fields Welfare, 


Health, and Education 

Present Day Concepts Social Treat- 
ment 
Colonel Baker, Canadian National 
Institute for the Blind 

Harvey Zorbaugh, New York 
University 


JUNE 


Joint Session with the American Association 
Medical Social Workers. 
Audrey Hayden, Executive Secretary, Illinois 
Society for the Prevention Blindness, 
presiding. 
Long-Time Planning Eye Health Services 
—Developing Eye Health Program. 
Harry Gradle, M.D., American Acad- 
emy Ophthalmology. 
Seen Medical Social Worker 
Muriel Gayford, Washington University 
Clinic. 


JUNE 


Analysis current approaches through dif- 
fering media. 

Grace Harper, Director, Bureau Services 
for the Blind, New York State Department 
Social Welfare, presiding. 


Social Treatment Blindness 


(a) From the Viewpoint Public As- 
sistance Agencies Technics Com- 
munity Education. 

Gwen Hardin, Division for the 
Blind, Washington State Depart- 
ment Social Security. 

(b) From the Viewpoint Special 
Service Agencies for the Blind 
Peter Salmon, Greater New York 
Council Agencies for the Blind. 

(c) From the Viewpoint the General 
Social Case Worker 
Margaret Barnard, New York State 
Department Social Welfare. 
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BIENNIAL CONVENTION THE 


The Degree Integration Possible 
Under Specialized Service Programs 
and Generalized Social Treatment 
Relation the Community. 

Gabriel Farrell, Perkins Institution for 
the Blind. 


Discussion Leader: Gabriel Farrell, Director, 
Perkins Institution for the Blind, South 
Watertown, Massachusetts. 


BIENNIAL CONVENTION 
THE A.A.W.B. 


The American Association Workers for 
the Blind will hold its Eighteenth Biennial 
Convention July 10-14, inclusive, the Hotel 
Biltmore, Los Angeles, California. Mr. 
Robert Atkinson, Vice-President and Man- 
aging Director the Braille Institute 
America, will the convention host. 

For those who attend the Convention, the 
following room rates have been obtained from 
the Hotel Biltmore: 


Single, one person room. $5.00 per person 
Double, two persons 3.50 


Meals the Hotel Coffee Shop average 
cents for breakfast, cents for lunch, and 
$1.00 for dinner. Hotel reservations may 
obtained advance writing Mr. Alan 
Hunt, Chairman the Committee 
Arrangements, c/o Braille Institute Amer- 
North Vermont Avenue, Los Angeles, 
California. 

Adequate space will available for ex- 
hibits. For the past several years, exhibits 
from agencies for the blind have proved 
one the most attractive features the 
A.A.W.B. Conventions. hoped that the 
Los Angeles meeting will outstanding 
this respect. Heads agencies desiring 


further information about exhibits the 
Convention should write Mr. Weir, 
Chairman the Exhibits Committee, c/o 
Canadian National Institute for the Blind, 
186 Beverley Street, Toronto Ontario, 
Canada. 

Arrangements for the Convention program 
are nearly completed, and copies will fur- 
nished the members the Association 
about the first May. The June issue the 
Outlook will also carry the program the 
Convention, together with final announce- 
ments concerning the meeting. 

The Board Directors set the date 
the Convention about ten days later than has 
been customary order accommodate 
those members whose agencies complete their 
fiscal year June 30. Sufficient time has been 
allotted between the end the fiscal year and 
the convening the Convention enable 
heads agencies finish annual reports and 
inaugurate summer programs, and make 
arrangements combine attendance the 
Convention with summer vacation plans. 
Responses from number members in- 
dicate that many are planning take advan- 
tage the opportunity take long-planned 
trips through the West, including the Na- 
tional Parks and the World’s Fair San 
Francisco. 

Due the San Francisco Fair, very at- 
tractive transportation rates are obtainable 
from most points the United States. Al- 
though there are Convention rates, 
such, anyone desiring attend the Conven- 
tion may obtain from his local railroad 
travel agent complete information about the 
interesting tours through the West which 
include Los Angeles their itineraries. 

Further information relative the Con- 
vention may obtained from President 
Ellis, American Printing House for the Blind, 
1839 Frankfort Avenue, Louisville, Kentucky, 
Mrs. Mary Ryder, Secretary-General, 
c/o Missouri Commission for the Blind, 3630 
Grandel Square, St. Louis, Missouri. 
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THE RIGHT SIGHT 


The following excerpt from the 1938 Report 
the Division for the Blind the Wash- 
ington State Department Social Security 
describes program which deserves the at- 
tention all agencies for the blind: 


While the State Law became effective April 
1937, the Prevention Blindness Program was 
not instituted until June 1937, when arrange- 
ments were made for the first case surgery. 

From June 1937 the present date, De- 
cember 31, 1938, there have been 132 cases 
either surgery treatment, administered 121 
individuals counties. 

Seventy-five cataract operations have been per- 
formed; forty-five these were successful 
restoring the patient’s vision. the time 
surgery, twenty-six this group received Blind 
Assistance. After successful surgery, fifteen have 
been removed from the Blind Assistance rolls. 
Seven have not yet been reported upon the 
ophthalmologists. Four are now under treat- 
ment. 

The actual cost the Division was $6,624.08 
for the total 132 cases. This does not include 
the seven operations for which have 
report surgery hospitalization. The above 
amount covers surgery and treatment, physical 
examinations, nursing care, glasses, and hospital- 
ization for cases. The balance the hos- 


pitalization was done county hospitals with 
cost the Division. 

The average cost per patient was $60.22. 
reasonable expect that the average cost per 
patient will higher the future, due the 
increase medical and hospitalization fees, 
which became effective August 1938. Average 
cost was based 110 individuals for whom 
have reports. 

When the examining ophthalmologist has in- 
dicated the Physician’s Report Eye 
Examination that imperative that 
mann test given, our office calls this the 
attention the county welfare office and sug- 
gests that the doctor’s recommendations 
carried out. later date follow-up 
work ascertain the patient under treat- 
ment. 


noted that the average grant 
recipients aid the blind Washington 
for December, 1938 was $31.00. The saving 
public funds effected the removal 
fifteen persons from the Blind Assistance rolls 
may estimated $5580 per year. 

are available blind persons not eligible 
for aid the blind. 

McK. 


WASHINGTON, PROGRAM 


The service program for the blind which 
has been sponsored the Committee Serv- 
ice the Blind the Council Social Agen- 
cies, Washington, since March, 1937, has 
been taken over the Family Service Society 
Washington. Miss Stella Plants will con- 
tinue charge the work. 

The change has been made because the 
policy the Council Social Agencies which 
permits the sponsoring demonstration proj- 
ects but does not permanently undertake serv- 
ice programs. was felt that the service the 
blind had long since demonstrated its value 
and merited place the program 
established service agency. 
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FOUNDATION ACTIVITIES 


News notes the current activities the American Foundation for the Blind 


SURVEYS SCHOOLS FOR THE 
BLIND 


service the Foundation which be- 
coming increasing interest superintend- 
ents schools for the blind the making 
surveys schools. These studies are made 
one more members the Foundation 
staff upon invitation visiting the schools, 
observing and taking notes regarding the 
physical plant, the administrative and educa- 
tional organization the school, and the 
results being obtained. Recommendations are 
made regard additions alterations 
the physical plant, more effective utilization 
present facilities, improvement the cur- 
riculum, etc. Five schools have already been 
studied and requests for this service have 
been received from the superintendents 
eight other schools. The reports are given 
the superintendents concerned, and may 
used any way and such extent 
they may deem expedient. They are treated 
the Foundation strictly confidential, but 
considerable material being accumulated 
from which general conclusions may later 
drawn which may later value all 
schools for the blind. The studies far 
have been largely subjective, but additional 
instruments are devised and adapted meas- 
ure the intelligence and achievements blind 
pupils, will become possible evaluate and 
compare more effectively the results the 
educational activities these special schools. 


THE WOOLLCOTT LISTENER 


Alexander Woollcott, whose interest the 
Foundation springs from his friendship with 
Helen Keller and the late Anne Sullivan 
Macy, gave that interest practical turn re- 
cently. volunteered personally record 
for blind Talking Book readers miscellany 


essays, sketches and poems which had 
selected for them under the title The Wooll- 
cott Listener. spent three afternoons 
succession before the microphone 
Foundation’s sound studios and read page 
after page the discs the highly individ- 
ualistic Woollcott manner familiar many 
radio enthusiasts throughout the country. 
one these afternoons Mrs. Theodore Roose- 
velt, Jr., came listen the recording and 
observe the various phases the preparation 
and development Talking Books. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


The President’s Report Foundation activ- 
ities for 1938 has just been published and 
copies are available request. 


SCHOLARSHIP GRANTS 


The Foundation has made special scholarship 
grants John Urich, Kansas City, 
Kansas, now student the law school 
the University Kansas, and Anthony 
Cimino, student Alfred University, 
Alfred, New York. 


MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION PLAN 


November, 1938, the Foundation sent out 
bulletin agencies for the blind, calling 
their attention the employment possibilities 
the magazine subscription field. the 
same time arrangements were worked out 
with one the large magazine subscription 
agencies furnish material and service 
any individuals agencies for the blind who 
were interested this plan. 

The first report from this company has just 
been received, stating that they have received 
applications from seventy-five blind individ- 
uals result this activity. 

Full information regarding the plan may 
had request from the Foundation. 
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NECROLOGY 


JOHN BECK 


The blind Maryland have lost most 
loyal supporter, and Maryland has lost 
native son, the death John Lane Beck 
February 25, 1939, after one week’s ill- 
ness. Mr. Beck had been Superintendent 
the Maryland Workshop for the Blind for 
the past twenty years, devoting his time and 
efforts solely the betterment the condi- 
tions the sightless people served. His 
unusual understanding the problems 
his fellow men, and his policy that would 
never let himself too busy give five min- 
utes any blind person’s problem, won for 
him the deep affection the blind Mary- 
land, and the nickname “Daddy Beck”. 

Mr. Beck was born Baltimore and was 
educated Scheib’s School, Baltimore Poly- 
technic Institute, and Loyola College. his 
early manhood excelled athletics, being 
particularly outstanding broad-jumping, 
high-jumping, distance running, rowing, and 
swimming. was member and founder 
the former Maryland Athletic Club, and 
member the Neptune Boat Club, the 
Catholic Club, and the American Canoe Asso- 
ciation. was also fond music, and was 
himself accomplished violinist. 

The experiences Mr. Beck gained his 
own full life gave him the ability under- 
stand many different personalities and prob- 
lems, and competently fulfill the capacity 
leadership. spent some years traveling 
through the interior the South American 
jungles, shot the rapids its dangerous rivers, 
met and traded with various tribes natives, 
and saw some the dramatic side empire 
building. climbed the Andes with the 
Aymara Indians and struggled with them 
over the footpaths these high altitudes. 
gathered rubber with the Leccho Indians 


the river country, tapping the trees and smok- 
ing the rubber. sat the opera houses 
Buenos Aires and Rio where heard 
many famous singers long before America 
heard them. stood the head 
narrow street town among the clouds 
bright morning and looked down 
the gaudy-hued spectacle the Indians made 
when they came market. traveled 
England, Germany, France and other 
European countries, but the lure the coun- 
tries below the equator never quite disap- 
peared from before his eyes. Many times his 
blind friends were carried away lands un- 
known them, enthralled Mr. 
narrations his experiences the jungles 
before came back his own state stay. 

When Mr. Beck became Superintendent 
the Maryland Workshop for the Blind, 
made intensive study the numerous 
phases the work. was one the pro- 
moters sight conservation classes the 
public schools Baltimore, and was largely 
responsible for the enactment 1929 the 
first Maryland law provide direct financial 
aid the needy blind from public funds. 
This legislation placed the administration 
“blind relief” (as was then called) under 
the Maryland Workshop for the Blind, and 
Mr. Beck directed this activity until 
amendment 1936 transferred the responsi- 
bility the State Department Welfare. 

dinary knowledge and understanding the 
psychology the blind. devoted himself 
their cause with untiring energy, even 
the last few days his illness when wrote 
the law pertaining the operation vending 
stands blind people state, municipal, 
and county buildings Maryland. Unfortu- 
nately, did not live see his bill passed 
the Maryland legislature. 

Mr. Beck was man great foresight, ex- 
treme kindness and firm leadership, and 
will long remembered for capably ex- 
panding the work for the blind Maryland. 
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APPOINTMENTS 


APPOINTMENTS 


N.S.P.B. STAFF MEMBER 


The National Society for the Prevention 
Blindness has announced the appointment 
its staff Miss Elizabeth Gardiner 
medical social worker. 

Miss Gardiner was formerly assistant pro- 
fessor social work the University 
Minnesota, and she former president 
the American Association Medical Social 
Workers. 

addition holding the degrees 

from Columbia University and M.A. from 
the University Chicago, Miss Gardiner 
attended the Simmons College School So- 
cial Work Boston and Smith College 
Northampton, Mass. 
She has served exchange lecturer the 
School Social Sciences the University 
Liverpool (England); and she the author 
Convalescent Care Great Britain. 


FOREIGN NEWS 


DEATH DR. HELLER 


Dr. Theodor Heller, noted Viennese psy- 
chologist and honorary president the 
International Association for the Education 
Exceptional Children, dead. 

was one the outstanding European 
educators, and his books the education 
and psychology exceptional children won 
world-wide recognition and fame. 

Theodor Heller was born Vienna. 
was the son Director Simon Heller, the 
first principal the Jewish Institute for the 
Blind Vienna. spent his youth there 
and became thoroughly acquainted with the 
life and problems the blind. 1890 


went Leipzig and studied psychology 
under the world-famous Professor 
Wundt. There wrote his Studien zur 
Blinden Psychologie (Studies Psychology 
the Blind) which was first published 
1895 and reprinted 1905. This work was 
the first decisive step the investigation 
space perception—a fundamental psychologi- 
cal problem the blind. distinguished 
two different types tactual perception—the 
“synthetic” and the “analytic.” The first one 
used when the hand touches encloses 
object within the narrow manual space, 
the latter applied all objects beyond the 
manual space. The synthetic touch passive 
without movement and produces simul- 
taneous perception; the analytic touch 
active—the hand moves over the surface 
the object and leads successive perceptions. 
These two types, course, cannot isolated, 
and only the combined application enables 
the blind person achieve real perception 
space. 

Although forty-four years have past since 
the publication this work, psychological 
theories space perception the blind have 
made appreciable progress beyond Dr. 
Heller’s original concept. 

After publishing this fundamental work, 
Dr. Heller became interested the educa- 
tion exceptional children and founded 
school for mentally defective children 
Vienna. His scientific efforts were now de- 
voted this group under-privileged chil- 
dren, and published many important 
books, and edited scientific magazines the 
field education and psychology excep- 
tional children. was outstanding figure 
his field and was considered “the father 
pedagogic therapy.” Throughout his life- 
time, however, was actively interested 
the education and psychology the blind, 
and his contributions this field will always 
remain significant. 
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tributions from public and private agencies for 
this column, Volunteer Service will two- 
page feature the Outlook, beginning with 
this issue. Reports volunteer service for use 
this column will gratefully received. 


Sponsored the Latter Day Saint Society 
for the Aid the Sightless, benefit pro- 
gram which realized $600 was held Salt 
Lake City March 15. Among the volun- 
teer groups which helped make the pro- 
gram success through their joint activities 
were: The Junior League, Lions Club, and 
the White Shrine Jerusalem. addition 
the musical numbers there were several 
talks well demonstration the capa- 
bilities blind people. Murray Allen, Ex- 
ecutive Secretary the Utah Commission for 
the Adult Blind, served chairman the 
general committee sponsoring the program. 


Recent activities two Red Cross chap- 
ters—The Boston Metropolitan Chapter and 
the Santa Monica-Ocean Park (California) 
Chapter—are among the volunteer services 
these two states behalf the blind. The 
volunteer Motor Corps the Boston Metro- 
politan Chapter furnishes transportation 
twice week for Miss Edith DeDominicis, 
Secretary the Boston Red Cross Braille 
Department, who instructs the Harvard 
Graduate Class Perkins braille transcrib- 
ing. Miss Rose Trainor, the Massachusetts 
Division the Blind, Department Edu- 
cation, also furnished transportation one 
day weekly while working the Boston area. 
The Motor Corps gave special service last 
fall for delegates the Eastern Home 
Teachers’ Conference held Perkins. The 
Santa Monica-Ocean Park Chapter began its 
services 1933 help solve the problem 
middle-aged elderly people who did not 


VOLUNTEER SERVICE 


wish learn braille. For more than five years 
volunteers have met twice weekly read 
group. Mrs. Cora Rutherford has served 
chairman the Reading Club. Through 
this reading service, volunteers have become 
interested assisting birthday celebrations 
club members. Special observances holi- 
days have been other activities. Beach picnics 
are especially enjoyed. Another outgrowth 
this program has been co-operative work with 
the State Industrial Home for the Adult 
Blind teaching handcraft and assisting 
marketing the products. The Chapter’s 
Motor Corps provides transportation mem- 
bers the craft classes. The Lions Clubs 
co-operate with the Chapter providing 
transportation for club meetings, concerts, 
plays, and other entertainments. 


“must” read board members 
and other volunteers well staff mem- 
bers, “One Interpretation General, and 
Boughton Cobb, President the Family 
Service Association Lawrence, Cedarhurst, 
New York. This article, which appears 
the March issue The Family, published 
the Family Welfare Association Amer- 
ica, 122 East 22nd Street, New York, based 
the 1938 annual report the Association 
which Mrs. Cobb presented last November. 
Mrs. Cobb’s paper effectively deals with the 
definition needs humanity, they gov- 
ern achievement; and the definition the 
service, method procedure. 


The National Council Jewish Women, 
the Junior League, and Bryn Mawr College 
are among the groups volunteers Phila- 
delphia which are supplying readers for stu- 
dents the Pennsylvania Institution for the 
Instruction the Blind, Overbrook. 
statement from Cowgill, Superintend- 
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VOLUNTEER SERVICE 


ent, says that other readers come from 
women’s clubs, church clubs, and the Ameri- 
can Red Cross. October 15, 1938, the 
total number weekly hours for college 
students amounted 191; for Overbrook 
students, 64. Ten hours per week were ar- 
ranged for blind teachers Overbrook, 
bringing the number weekly hours for 
all 247. There were different indi- 
viduals receiving this reading service. Mr. 
Cowgill reports that since that time few 
additional hours have been arranged and that 
many hours reading are given personal 
friends the students—in addition the 
above. Mrs. Neal Quimby, Housemother 
the cottage for senior boys, charge 
this service. Readers interested knowing 
more about this service, which out- 
growth the World War, will want 
secure from Mr. the reprint “The 
Story Volunteer Reading Overbrook” 
Mrs. Viola Chambers. 


When funds the Missouri Commission 
for the Blind were exhausted, Lions Clubs 
eight different cities contributed funds 
permit the late Jones continue his 
work home teacher. Mr. Jones, who was 
Lion, received this support from clubs 
Jefferson City, Rolla, Eldon, Versailles, Cali- 
fornia, Sedalia, Sweet Springs, and Colum- 
bia. 


The Braille Unit the Pensacola Red Cross 
called upon the American Foundation for the 
Blind for legislative field service recently 
when the Unit decided sponsor “silver 
nitrate” bill the current session the 
Legislature. The Pensacola Chapter co- 
operating with the Escambia County Medical 
Society sponsoring this legislation pre- 
vent blindness. 


April meeting called Indian- 
apolis Thurman Gottschalk, adminis- 
trator the Indiana Department Public 
Welfare, characterized the Indianapolis 


Star meeting “lay plans for stream- 
lining Indiana’s program assistance the 
blind,” was agreed that there was place 
Indiana for state organization volun- 
teer, public, and professional groups aimed 
the co-organization services for the blind, 
the conservation sight and the education 
the general public. Representatives from 
the Lions Clubs Indiana, the State Federa- 
tion Women’s Clubs, the Indiana State 
Medical Association, the State Department 
Public Instruction, the Indiana School for the 
Blind, the Indiana Board Industrial Aid 
for the Blind, and the State Department 
Public Welfare attended this meeting. The 
emphasis the meeting was how public and 
private agencies could work together bring- 
ing necessary services blind and partially 
sighted. 


Stimulating material volunteer activities 
given “Volunteers Social Work” 
Florence Lukens Newbold the 1939 Social 
Work Year Book published the Russell 
Sage Foundation, 130 East 22nd Street, New 
York. Miss Newbold, formerly with the 
Philadelphia Volunteer Service Bureau, 
executive director the Girl Scouts Phil- 
adelphia. 


The Blind Girl Scout Troup Berkeley, 
California, sponsored Berkeley Delta 
Gamma Alumnae among the interesting 
projects being developed throughout the 
country the Delta Gamma Fraternity. 
The January quarterly issue the Delta 
Gamma magazine, The Anchora, features 
page pictures this troop. Outdoor cook- 
ery enjoyed the group. Incidentally, the 
Gamma Chapter Mothers’ Club Berkeley 
also believes that “charity begins home” 
and acting upon this paid for the installation 
twenty-two modern bedroom lamps and 
two extra study hall lights their chapter 
house Berkeley. 

Moore 
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NOTES FROM THE FOUNDATION LIBRARY 


The items mentioned this page may borrowed without charge from the Reference 
Lending Library the American Foundation for the Blind 


The American Annals the Deaf for 
March, 1937, contains article, “The Rela- 
tive Value Sight and Hearing,” Dr. 
George William Veditz. This question has 
from early times excited the imagination 
many people. know that difficult 
find blind person who would prefer 
deaf; the other hand, probably the deaf 
person does not exist who would exchange 
positions with one who blind. 


“The Blind Have Optical Illusions” 
found the Journal Experimental Psy- 
chology for March, 1938. Twenty-eight totally 
blind persons were compared with twenty- 
eight seeing persons. The only observable 
difference the behavior the seeing and 
“the life-long under these similar 
conditions, was number illusions. Re- 
semblances, however, were many. 


Joseph Endres, Chief, Bureau Phys- 
ically Handicapped Children, New York 
State Education Department, the author 
the pamphlet, The Education and Care 
Physically Handicapped Children (Univer- 
sity the State New York Bulletin No. 
1132). This pamphlet gives definition 
physically handicapped children and outlines 
the provisions made give this group 
opportunity become assets society. 


“Learning from the Blind,” Grace 
Moore Heider, found Review 
for January, 1939, and comparison the 
language development blind child with 
that deaf child, based certain chap- 
ters the book, The Blind School and 
Society Cutsforth. 


The article, “The Incidence Tuberculosis 
Among Blind School Children,” Dr. 


Camille Kereszturi, available reprint 
from The American Review Tuberculosis, 
July, 1938. During the school year 1936-37 the 
New York Institute for the Education the 
Blind undertook extensive health program, 
part which consisted the examination 
the pupils for tuberculosis. Dr. Kereszturi 
here reporting the findings the study. 


The Sight-Saving Review, published the 
National Society for the Prevention Blind- 
ness, for December, 1938, contains the article, 
“Senile Cataracts” Dr. Purman Dorman. 
simple and vivid language the author here 
describes the development cataracts and 
indicates methods treatment. 


The Journal Educational Psychology for 
September, 1938, contains the article “Scale 
Calibration the Thomson Method” 
Katherine Preston Bradway. The writer has 
indicated few the possibilities using 
the Thomson method scale calibration, 
among which the study specific handi- 
caps groups with sensory disabilities. The 
difficulty the items the scale could 
compared for the deaf and the blind, both 
with each other and with the hearing and 
the seeing. 


The Handicap Deafness, Irene 
and Alex Ewing, recently published 
Longmans, Green and Company, con- 
tains many references the deaf-blind. The 
writers observe “that nerve deafness more 
frequent among deaf-blind than among other 
patients. There appears bigger propor- 
tion severely deaf than partially deaf 
patients among the blind. They can get 
help from watching speech.” 

LENDE 
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BULLETIN BOARD 


News items from agencies for the blind all parts the country are desired for these pages. 
All manuscripts should the Editor’s four weeks before the date publication. 


Syracuse Association Workers for the Blind.— 
The Association has undertaken its major proj- 
ect for the year the stabilization employment 
for all visually handicapped persons throughout 
Onondaga County. Through the co-operation the 
Chamber Commerce and under the direct super- 
vision Mr. John Howe, Secretary the Manu- 
facturers’ Association, the wholesale manufacture 
shop aprons has been undertaken. Through Mr. 
Howe contacts have been made with all the 
large manufacturing plants the city Syracuse, 
asking that all orders for their requirements 
diverted the Lighthouse workshop. This work 
being greatly facilitated through the co-operation 
Mr. Berger the Syracuse Elbridge Corporation, 
who has offered the facilities the Corporation 
shop the necessary cutting. Mr. James Mc- 
Mahon, who before losing his sight held position 
with the Sennet-Solvay Company, will handle the 
details this project. 


West Virginia School for Deaf and Blind.—Eight 
pupils have been operated for cataract the 
school opththalmologist, and nine have been fur- 
nished with glasses. The School expects 
graduate five students from its high school de- 
partment this year. Miss Margelea Stonestreet 
has been added the staff Librarian and sub- 
stitute teacher. Three music teachers will leave 
the staff the School the close the academic 
The date for the closing exercises has been 
set May 25. 


Perkins than one thousand peo- 
ple visited the school February see the 
demonstration the work which put each 
year this time. The Perkins Chorus sang 


before the Eastern Music Educators’ Conference 
the Hotel Statler Boston March Shaw’s 
Caesar and Cleopatra was enthusiastically received 
the many who attended the annual presentation 
the Perkins Players the boys’ Upper School 
March and Perkins has issued invitations 


from all the private organizations 
serving the blind New England. hoped 
that through informal group meetings will 
possible co-ordinate and strengthen the efforts 
the many organizations which will repre- 
sented. Perkins records with sorrow the passing 
two women long associated with the school. 
March 11, Miss Fanny Johnson died her 
home Wollaston, Massachusetts, and one week 
later Miss Anne Emilie Poulsson passed away 
nursing home Brookline. Both women have 
kept close touch with the school through the 
years. Miss Johnson was engaged Mr. Anagnos 
his first kindergartner Jamaica Plain and 
served from 1887 until 1897. Miss Poulsson, well 
known for her children’s books—especially her 
Nursery Finger Plays—lost her sight 1879 and 
entered Perkins which was then South Boston, 
remain until 1882 working student teacher. 


New Hampshire Association for the Blind—The 
Association now making its annual drive for 
funds and new members. Both are needed there 
much done for the 670 blind people 
the state. present there only one home worker 
amongst blind women. The field too big for one 
person cover, and the Association hopes make 
financially possible for the state have second 
teacher shortly. Revolving Fund, whereby blind 
workers can paid for their work completion, 
instead waiting for sale, has been 
the recent Exposition Progress Manchester, 
the Lions Club that city sponsored booth for 
the sale goods made the blind, and for 
demonstration weaving, caning chairs, etc. 


New York Association for the Light- 
house conducting series broadcasts co- 
operation with New York radio stations, show 
the public how they can help the sightless adopt- 
ing attitude not pity but understanding 
both the limitations and abilities the blind. 
March and three one-act plays were 
presented the Lighthouse Little Theatre. The 
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plays chosen were Court Comedy, The Bond 
Between, and the Shoe Pinches. The Mid- 
Year Recital the Lighthouse Music School took 
place Friday evening, March the Light- 
house Auditorium, which thirty-nine blind and 
partially sighted students participated. Twelve blind 
and partially sighted children between the ages 
nine and sixteen took part the ensemble work. 
Nine these played triangles, drums, cymbals and 
tambourines rhythm band, and three played 
violin trio. Other features the program were 
two-piano number two adult students, and 
two-piano arrangement for eight hands. 


Indiana Association Workers for the Blind— 
The Association has membership fifty-five 
blind persons. Monthly meetings are held dif- 
ferent church halls where entertainment fur- 
nished, and refreshments served. The members 
the organization are transported organization 
called “The Sunshine Motor Corps,” which com- 
posed ladies the city Fort Wayne. 


International Association for Prevention Blind- 
Association held its annual meeting 
London April 19. The principal topic for 
discussion will “The Application the Credé 
Method for Prevention Blindness Various 
ophthalmologists attending 
the meeting will include: Dr. Conrad Berens 
New York, Dr. Harry Gradle Chicago, and 
Dr. Park Lewis Buffalo. 


Paterson (N. ].) Braille Colt Club 
Central High School sponsors physical train- 
ing program the Paterson Y.M.C.A. Several 
members the Hi-Y Club Paterson, New Jer- 
sey, have found way great service the 
boys the local braille class. Each Thursday after 
school, Hi-Y members meet the blind boys the 
Y.M.C.A. and give them two-hour program 
constructive entertainment the gymnasium 
and pool. seeing boy accompanies the blind boy 
about the building where they play games, run 
races, throw basket-ball goals, and engage other 
athletic activities. Afterward the guides accompany 
the boys the pool for swimming lessons. 


National Society for the Prevention Blind- 
ness.—Mr. Louis Resnick again serving the Society 
Director Industrial Relations, post which 


held prior his leave absence 1936 
organize and direct the Informational Service 
the Social Security Board Washington, 


Toledo Society for the executive 
retary has approached the Forman’s Club with 
request that the members make survey their 
industrial plants find hand work which the 
blind could and which could sublet men 
the Society’s shop. The Club expressed in- 
terest and promised their co-operation. 


Oregon Blind Trade Wilson, who 
has been the School’s engineer since its 
tion 1923, has just completed the work en- 
larging and rebuilding the stage. Through the 
operation the officers the Portland Alumni 
Chapters the Delta Gamma Fraternities, the 
School was given curtain with cyclorama effect 
for the stage. Footlights, two floodlights, and ceil- 
ing lights have been installed. The approach the 
stage both sides ramps. 


Grand Rapids Board Education—A ten-year- 
old pupil from the Braille Class became full- 
fledged member the Camp Fire Girls. She passed 
all the necessary requirements, including the prep- 
aration meals—indoors and outdoors—and the 
preparation sixteen-page braille diary which 
the thirty symbols the Camp Fire Girls and the 
organization’s honor beads must identified. 


Pennsylvania Association for the Blind (Lancaster 
County).—The Association now occupying new 
headquarters the corner West Walnut and 
Mary Streets, Lancaster. This move was made pos- 
sible through the generosity Mr. Raymond 
Miller, who purchased the property and contributed 
for the use the local work for the blind. The 
building has four large rooms, one which 
partitioned for display room and two offices; one 
used entirely for workshop; one for recrea- 
tion and general assembly room; and the fourth 
the present time being used for stock room. 
Through the facilities larger quarters, 
portunity will given more blind people for 
training. 


Pennsylvania Association for the Blind 
burgh drastic reduction income 
the Pittsburgh Branch, both from the City 
Pittsburgh and from the Community Fund 
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Allegheny County, due each case scarcity 
funds, has compelled corresponding drastic cut 
the services and personnel. The activities the 
Homework Department, the Individual Service De- 
partment, and the Prevention Blindness Depart- 
ment have been reduced approximately forty per 
cent the dismissal corresponding percentage 
the staff personnel. 


Pennsylvania Association for the Blind (Dauphin 
County Branch).—Mrs. Paul Steever, formerly Miss 
Kathryn Harlacher, who has been connected for 
more than ten years with the Dauphin County 
Branch has been succeeded Miss Nance Pugh. 
... Mrs. Dorothy Hosford Brubaker has resigned 
Prevention Blindness Supervisor special 
work connection with the University Penn- 
sylvania Hospital. Miss Edith Gutzeit, formerly as- 
sistant the Prevention Blindness Department 
the Pittsburgh Branch, has taken over Mrs. 
Brubaker’s duties. 


West Virginia Schools for the Colored Deaf and 
Blind—Dr. Potts, Assistant Director the 
Foundation, spent the week March 
making complete survey the School’s Blind De- 
partment. addition observing all the class- 
room, shop, and extra-curricular activities, Dr. Potts 
held two conferences with the faculty which 


Michigan School for the Blind—Seven members 
the School’s Boy Scout Troop took first place 
the First Aid Contest Chief Okemos Council. 
They then competed the State finals which 
they won third place. The Junior class presented 
three act play entitled Adam and Eva Thurs- 
day and Friday, March and 


New York Institute for the Education the 
Institute Exhibit the New York 
World’s Fair 1939 will located the Medicine 
and Public Health Building, near the Trylon and 
Perisphere. will include demonstration the 
oldest and most modern methods writing the 
blind, display classroom tools and techniques, the 
work done sculpture the Institute, and 
exhibition weaving with the scientific additions 
mechanical principles outlined Professor 
Burnside, emeritus professor engineering 
Columbia University. special loom has been built 


for the exhibit. There will also twelve panels 
the conservation vision prepared interested 
organizations New York working through the 
Committee Conservation Vision the 
World’s Fair. 


Pennsylvania Institution for the Instruction the 
Association has been 
established the Primary Department, and 
hoped will result greater mutual understand- 
ing parents and teachers the children’s prob- 
lems. The School’s six-year record defeats 
wrestling was broken this year when the Over- 
brook team lost the team from New York Insti- 
tute. Overbrook, however, won the meets with the 
Maryland School for the Blind and with St. An- 
drews Preparatory School for Boys. The three 
cottages the girls’ side the school engaged 
folk dancing contest which the senior cottage 
won first place, and the other two cottages tied 
for second. Five new members joined the Over- 
brook staff the beginning the school year. 
Mrs. Mildred Geiger, N., has accepted the posi- 
tion resident nurse succeed Miss Washburn. 
Miss Ruth Maslow has taken over the work Mrs. 
Summers with the Opportunity Class. Mr. Leon 
Picon will part-time teaching while continues 
his study archeology Dropsie College. Mrs. 
Mary O’Brien has been appointed housemother 
succeed Miss Grier. 


Industrial Home for the Adult Blind (California). 
—In addition repairing and mending garments 
for the Home’s residents, WPA workers are making 
curtains for the new dormitories. Weekly classes 
choral singing, English, the study musical in- 
struments, and literary appreciation have been organ- 
ized, and the first Friday every month pro- 
gram entertainment given the Assembly Hall 
for the residents. instructor goes daily the 
Home give assistance and instruction horseshoe- 
pitching, golf, and other forms 
class pottery has recently been started. Many 
the residents attend, and several have shown excep- 
tional talent already. The Home has been given 
enough space the coming Golden Gate Interna- 
tional Exposition display two exhibits, one 
which will show blind operators making pottery, and 
the other blind people operating high-speed power 
machines. 
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BOOK NEWS 


VISUAL- VS. NON-VISUAL- 
MINDEDNESS 


Léwenfeld. Harcourt, Brace and Co., New 
York. 1939. 272 pp. $4.00. 

The Nature Creative Activity could have 
been written only artist with excep- 
tional psychological insight, originality, and 
depth thought. Albert Einstein has been 
deeply impressed the “fine sense under- 
standing, systematic spirit, and unprejudiced 
research” revealed the book; and Herbert 
Read, the University Edinburgh, feels 
that Viktor Léwenfeld’s work funda- 
mental the science art that “it should 
cause something like sensation the 
learned world.” 

should also cause something like sensa- 
tion the special field the psychology 
the visually handicapped, but how soon its 
message can appreciated remains 
seen. Although well written and well 
translated, not easy grasp. Because 
the fact that some the most frequently used 
terms are not only out the ordinary but 
have with new concepts, glossary 
would have been helpful. 
would have been asset well. The book, 
however, fascinating reading, and the few 
ambiguities expression probably arise from 
the difficulties inherent translating from 
one language another those words which 
have special nuances their own. 

The creative activity Mr. Léwenfeld’s 
own mind has been based “experimental 
and comparative studies visual and non- 
visual sources drawing, painting, and sculp- 
ture means the artistic products 
weak-sighted and blind subjects and the 
art different epochs and cultures,” the 
subtitle has it. (“Weak-sighted” has been 
used the sense “almost blind.”) 


The major contribution the book 
quite important the world the blind 
and near-blind the world art since 
holds forth some hope that method can 
evolved making more intelligible 
ing teachers the psychological equipment pos- 
sessed their blind pupils. 

Out his experience Mr. con- 
ceived the idea studying the way which 
psychological attitudes function the very 
beginning creative activity children 
whose vision limited that they must hold 
the page which they are working within 
few centimeters their eyes. had ob- 
served among the near-blind phenomenon 
familiar most who have worked with 
the visually handicapped. Some these chil- 
dren who live the border-line total 
blindness almost literally apply their eyes 
directly object for the sake the visual 
impressions they obtain even though they can 
never more than fragmentary. These chil- 
dren use their tactual and kinesthetic senses 
only when forced and consequently 
are clear-cut examples the visual type. 
Equally near-sighted pupils who use their 
limited vision only when the idea sug- 
gested them and who react tactually and 
kinesthetically are the haptic type workers. 
The artist who primarily the visual type 
interested first all reproducing exactly 
what sees, whereas the haptic creator 
interested chiefly expressing paper his 
own subjective reactions object 
event. The drawings, the paintings, and the 
sculpture the haptic artist are more tense 
with feeling and emotion and much less accu- 
rate pictorial “reports.” The drawings 
the haptic artist show little concern with 
space, form, perspective, and even with time. 
Rather, his drawings show over-emphasis 
those details which are outstanding the 
experience person whose consciousness 
records first the tensions and strains his 
own body comes into contact with 
idea situation. 
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BOOK NEWS 


Occasionally Mr. found fully 
seeing pupils who were strongly haptic 
that they used their sight merely means 
for guiding their hands while they recorded 
their feelings paper. However, among 
the extremely near-sighted that the distinc- 
tion between the visual and the haptic types 
stands out most clearly. That Mr. 
has proved his point with regard the ex- 
istence these two types the impression 
anyone who has studied the 117 pages 
excellent illustrations close conjunction 
with the 141 pages text. 

One the great handicaps the educator 
the blind that educator’s own inability 
understand the world from the blind 
child’s point view. rule, the seeing 
teacher thinking strongly visual that 
his mind becomes blank when tries 
think other terms. Consequently, his 
teachings must somewhat unreal and un- 
impressive the child who has never known 
sight. would interesting know the 
extent which those teachers who are most 
successful with the blind are themselves pri- 
marily haptic their thinking. 

Most people are neither entirely haptic nor 
entirely visual their method thinking 
and work. However, most blind and near- 
blind children use the haptic approach 
their creative activity. There denying 
that most seeing psychologists and educators 
are primarily visual their thinking. Never- 
theless, since most show mixture 
both types thought and activity 
means impossible for get some ink- 
ling the dynamics the mental life 
the blind. The day may come when one 
the qualifications educator the blind 
will the possession haptic type ap- 
proach life. Since this approach shared 
with the blind certain number fully 
seeing people who nevertheless have trou- 
ble living the seeing world, may 
that teachers chosen from this minority the 
seeing will able throw least one 


slight bridge across the gulf which now ex- 
ists between most the blind and most 
the seeing. 

many aspects this remarkable book, 
only because the difficulty discussing 
new truth which just emerging from the 
unknown and for which accurate ter- 
the author will carry his work further. 


CONCERNING BOARD MEMBERS 


Harper and Brothers, New York. 1938. 102 
pp. 

With fifteen chapters devoted answering 
many questions about the and function 
public agencies’ boards, Dr. 
King has done very workman-like job. One 
the reasons for the clear-cut approach the 
subject which the author has that has 
served board member. Then, too, 
speaks one who has been social work 
executive but who now the teaching 
field the New York School Social 
Work. This book not only represents the 
first time material this subject has been 
drawn together book form, but also in- 
cludes extensive bibliography which will 
undoubtedly helpful those wishing 
pursue the subject further. The Greater New 
York Council Agencies for the Blind re- 
cently took advantage Dr. King’s being 
New York inviting him lead dis- 
cussion this subject applied the field 
work with the blind. 


Moore 


MOON PUBLICATIONS 


The following work was published 
Moon during February: 4197-8 The Doctor, 
Isabel Cameron. (Limited Edition) 
vols. 
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OUR CONTRIBUTORS 


the Education Exceptional Children 
for the Office Education. 

the Research Council for Blind Children, 
specialist the psychology the blind. 

MacEnnis Field Representative 
the staff the American Foundation for 
the Blind. 

Ophthalmologist for the California State 
Department Social Welfare. 


Industrial Home for the Blind, 
Y.) and Vice-President National 
dustries for the Blind. 


POSITIONS WANTED 


man, holding Master 
Arts degree, desires position school for 
the blind teacher modern languages 
Outlook for the Blind. 

man, B.A., major 
and other modern languages, holding diploma 
from the Sorbonne and state teachers’ 
cate, wishes position school for the 
Address S., care Outlook for the Blind, 


AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND, INc. 
West 16th Street, New York, 


wish become member the American Foundation for the Blind 


indicated below: 


*Professional member 
Participating member 
Contributing member 
Associate member 
Sustaining member 
Patron member 


yearly 
yearly 
yearly 
yearly 
yearly 
yearly 


Must actively engaged connected with work for the blind. 
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